WorkSafeNB Injury Analysis

Definitions

Nature of Injury or Disease

The nature of injury or disease variable identifies the principal physical characteristic(s) of the injury or disease.

Examples: sprain to the back would indicate the back is the body part and sprain is the nature of the injury; broken arm would indicate that the arm is the body part and the fracture is the nature of the injury; crushed finger would indicate the finger is the body part and crushing is the nature of the injury.

Source of Injury or Disease

The source of injury or disease classification identifies the object, substance, exposure, or bodily motion that directly produced or inflicted the injury.

Examples: if an object hit a finger it would suggest a tool, instrument or piece of equipment was the source of the injury; if someone slipped on a substance it would suggest a liquid was the source of the injury; if someone is exposed to heat, electricity or chemicals and gets sick it would suggest the exposure (chemicals, electrical, thermal) is the source of the injury; if bodily motion such as climbing, bending, reaching, twisting caused an injury it would suggest climbing or bending or reaching, etc., is the source of the injury. 

Event or Exposure

The event or exposure variable describes the manner in which the injury or disease was produced or inflicted by the identified source of injury or disease.

Examples: falls on stairs, so falls is the event and stairs is the source; struck by machine so struck by is the event and the machine is the source.

Part of Body

The part of body classification identifies the part or parts of the injured person’s body directly affected by the nature of injury or disease.

Examples: if a finger is amputated then the finger is the body part and the amputation is the nature; if a foreign body goes into a person’s eye then the body part is the eyes and the nature is foreign bodies 

Definitions from “National Work Injuries Statistics Program”, AWCBC, January 1999.

