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Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission of New Brunswick

For Immediate Release
2005/07/28

Media Contact: Mary Tucker,
Manager of Communications,
Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission
Telephone: 506 632-2828 or 1 800 222-9775

WHSCC INVESTIGATES FORESTRY FATALITY NEAR DEERSDALE

Saint John: An accident that occurred in the afternoon of July 27" in the woods near Deersdale, NB, has claimed
the life of Benoit Desjardins, 51, of St-Valérien near Rimouski, Quebec.

Desjardins, a skidder operator working for J.D. Irving Limited, was working as part of a two man conventional
logging operation. The feller he was working with cut a dead standing tree, or chicot, and moved away to continue

working. The tree remained standing, despite the fact that it was cut.

Desjardins was attaching chokers — bands that are connected to a wire used to pull the tree from the woods — to
the base of the felled trees, when a small gust of wind caused the standing chicot to fall. He was struck on the

side of the head and although he was wearing a hard hat, he was killed instantly.

A WHSCC Health and Safety Officer was immediately dispatched to the scene, and an investigation of the
accident is underway, to determine whether there were violations of the Occupational Health and Safety (OHS)

Act.

ABOUT THE WHSCC
The WHSCC administers no-fault workplace accident and disability insurance for employers and their workers,

funded solely through assessments on employers. The WHSCC is committed to the prevention of workplace
injuries and accidents through education and the enforcement of the Occupational Health and Safety Act.

www.whscc.nb.ca
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